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Seniors mean (

eeroNTOL0GY | Countless occupations will arise in
everything from housing to recreation and marketing

BY GILLIAN SHAW
VANCOUVER SUN

n 1981, seniors accounted

for only 10 per cent of

Canada’s population. That

number is constantly
climbing and by 2026, an esti-
mated one in five Canadians
* will be over the age of 65.

It adds up to countless career
opportunities in gerontology,
in everything from research to
housing, to recreation, market-
ing and meeting the demands
of an increasingly active older
population.

“There will be a tremendous
range of careers,” said David
Hultsch, director of the Uni-
versity of Victoria’s Centre on

The A-Z of careers:
G is for Gerontology

Reporter Gillian Shaw helps you
chart your course with The Vancou-
ver Sun's A-Z of careers, jobs and
training, a series to guide you
through the ever<hanging world of
work. Today, a look at how Cana-
da's aging population will create
careers for a younger generation.

Aging. “You can think of it in
terms of the research and
knowledge area and in the ser-
vice- delivery area.”

Hultsch’s training is in psy-
chology and when he applied
that interest to the field of
aging back in the 1960s, it was
a relatively new field.

“When I was doing my train-
ing, there were hardly any pro-
grams around,” he said. “In fact
I was probably among the first
cohort of people in my field
that was trained explicitly in
aging.”

Hultsch stumbled into it
almost by accident, when the

professor he was supposed to
do graduate training with
moved to another university
and another professor who had
developed an interest in the
issues of aging invited Hultsch
to study with him.

“He said it was a growth field
and he was right,” said Hultsch.

UVic’s centre for aging was
launched in 1992 and the uni-
versity now has several gradu-
ate degree programs relating to
aging.

“There are 12 to 15 depart-
ments that now have at least
some courses that are relevant
to aging,” said Hultsch. “We
probably have somewhere
around 30 or so researchers
here on campus who have a
central interest in some sort of
aging.”

Rita Cormier, who is cur-
rently working on a master of
arts degree in gerontology with
Simon Fraser University, was
drawn to the field by her inter-
est in older adults. She is a
pharmacist by training and still
works part time in that field,
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